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Lesson: SKETCHING WITH COLOURED PASTEL PENCILS 

 

In this lesson we will learn how to draw a butterfly using coloured 

pastel pencils on white paper. The pastel pencils in our Art Kits are 

a soft product pencil which can be sharpened to a point. However, 

make sure that you have a good quality sharpener otherwise your 

pencil may catch in the blade and tear or rip. As pastel pencils are 

soft, you will only need to apply gentle pressure for most of your 

applications. Pressing too hard on the tip of your pencil may cause 

them to break.  

To become familiar with our coloured pastel pencils, we will begin 

by using one sheet of paper as a test sheet. To see the different 

colour values and softness/hardness of each pencil, we will test 

each different coloured pencil by changing the level of applied 

pressure as we sketch a small test area on the page. 

In this lesson we will be sketching a butterfly. To help us prepare 

our artwork, we first need to look at a butterfly. You can find 

photographs, artworks and drawings on Pinterest, Google image 

search or even better, take your own photograph of a butterfly! 

Step 1 Find a photograph or 

picture that you can 

look at as a guide to 

sketching your picture. 
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Step 2 Choose 3-4 colours that 

go well together and 

lightly begin to shade in 

the shape of the 

butterfly. This is the first 

layer.  
Step 3 Continue to build 

colours into the 

butterfly, blending and 

lightly rubbing them 

together with your 

fingers or a blending 

tool.  

Step 4 Once you are happy 

with the amount of 

coloured pencil you 

have applied, select a 

fine liner, brush pen, 

dual tip marker or a 

combination of all, and 

create interesting 

marks, shapes and 

patterns in the 

butterfly. 

 

 

What will you create next? 

 


