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Lesson: HOW TO PAINT A DINOSAUR! 

ROOOARRRRR! Can you hear that? stomp, Stomp, STOMP!     

, , Bash, ! LOOK OUT!  

Here comes a Stegosaurus! 

Many, many years ago mighty creatures ruled the world.  

Some were big and scary, some small and hairy.  

Some ordered a BBQ meal, others preferred a leafy deal. 

Skin with scales or fluffy feathers, some enjoyed the desert, others cooler 

weather. 

No matter if they were big or small, dinosaurs we love them all! 

 

In this tutorial you will learn how to create your very own dinosaur painting. 

 

For this activity you will need: 

• 1 sheet of watercolour paper 

• Watercolour brushes 

• Watercolour paint set 

• Watercolour pencils 

• A cup/container of clean water (or two) 

• A firm, clean and flat surface to paint on (this could be the dining table 

or a board or the back of your paper pad) 

• A sheet of paper towel or napkin 
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To help us create the shape of a 
stegosaurus we first need to think 
about its main features.  
 
Does it walk on two legs or four?  
 
Is it long or short?  
 
Does it have plates on its back? 

 

 

If you have a dinosaur toy at home or a dinosaur book, have a look at an 

illustration of the dinosaurs. It is always helpful to look at the subject you 

are going to create. Visualise the shape of the dinosaur on your paper. With 

your eyes start at the dinosaurs’ head and follow along the outline of the 

dinosaur.  

Now you have a good idea of what shapes you will need to create on your 

paper. 

Choose a watercolour pencil and lightly draw in the shape of the dinosaur. 

You do not need to be exact and it does not need to be detailed.  
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Once you have the rough shape of the dinosaur add some detail. Add in the 

plates on its back, tail spikes, place where its eye will be, perhaps give it a 

smile       

Now it’s time to choose your colours. I will choose blue, green and yellow 

but you can make your dinosaur any colour you like! This is a good time to 

look at your paint swatch sheet that you created earlier (Refer back to the 

Introduction to Wonderful Watercolour lesson). This will help you decide 

what colours you would like to use. 

Firstly, wash your brush in clean water. While your brush is still wet, but not 

dripping, paint the water onto the body of the dinosaur, being careful to 

keep within the lines. 

     

Now dip your brush into the water again, and then pick up your colour of 

choice using the wet brush.  

Move it gently around the shape of the dinosaur. Now you can repeat the 

process, washing the first colour off your brush and picking up a second 

colour and placing it on the dinosaur. As the colours touch, they should mix 

together. This creates a very interesting effect! Try dots, lines, big circles, 

triangles, swirls or other brush marks to create interesting effects. 
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Repeat this process until you have completed your dinosaur. Let the paper 

dry and come back to see your creation. It might surprise you how it’s 

changed. That is part of the fun of using watercolour. Once your painting is 

dry you can now add more detail! You could put spots on your dinosaur, add 

in its eye, give it colourful toenails or a funny party hat, maybe it’s riding a 

skateboard! Remember: creating is about learning, experimenting and 

enjoying the process. What animal are you going to paint next? 


